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The undersigned is the attorney of record in the present application and is 
employed by Johnson & Johnson, the parent company of the assignee of this application. 

The undersigned has a prosecution docket of approximately 90 pending U.S. 
patent applications and a proportionately large foreign prosecution docket. The vast 
maioritv of this docket is based on US-originating applications. Generally, non-US- 
originating patent applications are filed in the US within the Paris Convention year, 
although a few are filed in the US based upon a US Designation in a PCT application. 
Thus, US national entry of PCT applications is unusual for cases in my docket. 

In addition, the undersigned is involved in two litigation actions, due diligence 
and negotiation activities in several matters relating to the acquisition and/or divestiture 
of intellectual property rights, and in day-to-day client counseling activities. This level of 
activity has been at least constant, if not increasing, over the past couple of years. 

The subject PCT application was filed in the European Patent Office on 
September 26, 2003, with a priority date of September 26 2002. The 30 month period 
for US national entry expired on March 26, 2005. The subject matter of this PCT 
application relates to commercially valuable technology, and my client and I intended 
that this case would be pursued at least in Europe and in the US . 

The Johnson & Johnson Patent Department docketing and document handling 
systems have been transitioning from paper-based to electronic systems since November 
2004 Instead of forwarding file folders with attached Office Actions, the Johnson & 
Johnson Patent Department notifies attorneys of incoming Office Actions via email, and 
the actual documents are uploaded into an electronic database. In order to view the 
document, the attorney must access the electronic database to view and/or print out the 
document. Neither the paper file nor the paper documents are ordinanly delivered to the 
attorney. The undersigned regularly receives between thirty and 100 emails per day. 
There is no automatic notification to the attorney of pending final docket dates. 
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In June 2006, a review of my client's patent estate relating to some tampon 
manufacturing technology revealed that the subject application was never filed in the US 
through oversight. 

Respectfully submitted, 

/Joel A. Rothfus/ 

. ...... Joel A. Rothfus 

_ Reg.jSTo. 33,277 

Attorney for Applicant 

Johnson & Johnson 

One Johnson & Johnson Plaza 

New Brunswick, NJ 08933-7003 

(732) 524-2722 

July 14, 2006 
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DECLARATION 


Attorney Docket Number 


J&J-5008 


AND 

POWER OF ATTORNEY 


First Named Inventor 


H. W.SCHOELLING 


FOR UTILITY OR DESIGN 
PATENT APPLICATION 
(37 CFR1.63) 


COMPLETE IF KNOWN 


Application Number 




^ Declaration Submitted with □ Declaration Submitted after 
Initial Filing OR Initial Filing (Surcharge 

(37 CFR 1.16(e)) required) 


Filing Date 




Group Art Unit 






Examiner Name 





As a below named inventor, I hereby declare that: 

My residence, mailing address, and citizenship are as stated below next to my name. 

I believe I am the original, first and sole inventor (if only one name is listed below) or an original, first and joint inventor (if 
plural names are listed below) of the subject matter which is claimed and for which a patent is sought on the invention 
entitled: 



TAMPON FOR FEMININE HYGIENE AND PROCESS AND APPARATUS FOR MANUFACTURING THE SAME 
(Title of the Invention) 



the specification of which 
£3 is attached hereto 
OR 



□ was filed on (MM/DD/YYYY) |26 SEP 2003| as United States Application Number or PCT International Application 
Number 

1PCT/EP2003/010721 j and was amended on (MM/DD/YYYY) | 



I hereby state that I have reviewed and understand the contents of the above identified specification, including the claims, as 
amended by any amendment specifically referred to above. 

I acknowledge the duty to disclose information which is material to patentability as defined in 37 CFR 1 .56, including for 
continuation-in-part applications, material information which became available between the filing date of the prior application 
and the national or PCT international filing date of the continuation-in-part application. 



I hereby claim foreign priority benefits under 35 U.S.C. 1 19(a)-(d) or 365(b) of any foreign application(s) for patent or 
inventor's certificate, or 365(a) of any PCT international application which designated at least one country other than the 
United States of America, listed below and have also identified below, by checking the box, any foreign application for patent 
or inventors certificate, or any PCT international application having a filing date before that of the application on which 
priority is claimed. 



Prior Foreign 
Application 
Number(s) 



Country 



Foreign Filing Date 
(MM/DD/YYYY) 



Priority 
Not Claimed 



Certified Copy 

Attached? 
YES NO 



102 44 874.4 



DE 



09/26/2002 



□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 



□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 



□ 
□ 
□ 



DECLARATION - Utility or Design Patent Application 



1 hereby claim the benefit under 35 U.S.C. 1 19(e) of any United States provisional application(s) listed below, 



Application Number(s) 



Filing Date (MM/DD/YYYY) 



Additional provisional application 
numbers are listed on a 
supplemental priority data sheet 
PTO/SB/02B attached hereto. 



I hereby claim the benefit under Title 35, United States Code, §120 of any United States application(s) listed below and, insofar 
as the subject matter of each of the claims of this application is not disclosed In the prior United States application in the manner 
provided by the first paragraph of Title 35, United States Code, §1 1 2, 1 acknowledge the duty to disclose material information as 
defined in Title 37, Code of Federal Regulations, §1 .56(a) which occurred between the filing date of the prior application and the 



Application Serial No. 


Filing Date 


Status 






Patented 






Patented 






Patented 


i hereby appoint: 

Practitioners at Customer Number 


| 000027777 | _> 


Place Customer 
Number Bar Code 



Label Here 



AND 

□ Practitioner(s) named below: 
Name 



Registration Number 



as my/our attorney(s) or agent(s) to prosecute the application identified above, and to transact all business in the United 
States Patent and Trademark Office connected therewith. 



Address all telephone calls to JOEL A. ROTHFUS at telephone number (732) 524-2722. 



Customer Number 

Direct all correspondence to: Eg or Bar Code Label | 000027777 | OR □ Correspondence address below 

Name: 



Address: 



Address: 



City: 


State: 


ZIP 


Country 


Telephone: 


Fax: 



1 hereby declare that all statements made herein of my own knowledge are true and that all statements made on 
Information and belief are believed to be true; and further that these statements were made with the knowledge 
that willful false statements and the like so made are punishable by fine or imprisonment, or both, under 18 
U.S.C. 1001 and that such willful false statements may jeopardize the validity of the application or any patent 
issued thereon. 


NAME OF SOLE OR FIRST INVENTOR: 


□ A petition has been filed for this unsigned inventor 


Given Name 

(first and middle [if any]) HANS-WERNER 


Family Name 

or Surname SCHOELLING 


Inventor's 
Signature 


Date 


Residence: CityENNEPETAL 


State 


Country GERMANY 


Citizenship DE 


Mailing Address DOHLENWEG 11 


City ENNEPETAL 


State 


ZIP 58256 


Country DE 


I hereby declare that all statements made herein of my own knowledge are true and that all statements made on 
information and belief are believed to be true; and further that these statements were made with the knowledge 
that willful false statements and the like so made are punishable by fine or imprisonment, or both, under 18 
U.S.C. 1001 and that such willful false statements may jeopardize the validity of the application or any patent 
issued thereon. 


NAME OF SECOND INVENTOR: 


□ A petition has been filed for this unsigned inventor 


Given Name 

(first and middle [if any]) 


Family Name 
or Surname 


Inventor's 
Signature 


Date 


Residence: City 


State 


Country 


Citizenship 


Mailing Address 


City 


State 


ZIP 


Country 


I hereby declare that all statements made herein of my own knowledge are true and that all statements made on 
information and belief are believed to be true; and further that these statements were made with the knowledge 
that willful false statements and the like so made are punishable by fine or imprisonment, or both, under 18 
U.S.C. 1001 and that such willful false statements may jeopardize the validity of the application or any patent 
issued thereon. 


NAME OF THIRD INVENTOR: 


□ A petition has been filed for this unsigned inventor 


Given Name 

(first and middle [if any]) 


Family Name 
or Surname 


Inventor's 
Signature 


Date 


Residence: City 


State 


Country 


Citizenship 


Mailing Address 


City 


State 


ZIP 


Country 
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1. 



Privacy Act Statement 

a \ motaip. q 3 5 79\ reauires that you be given certain information in connection 
The Privacy Act of 1974 (P.L^ a ted to a patent application or patent. Accordingly, 
with your submiss.cn of * e t ^^. fo ™ ai^^af (1) the general authority for the 

pursuant to the requirements of the Act ^^ffSSSvi im information solicited is voluntary; 
collection of this informat IO n is 35 U.S C 2(b)(2) (2V jumisnwjj o ^ Trademgrk 

abandonment of the application or expiration of the patent. 

The information provided by you in this form wi.l be subject to the following routine uses: 
The information on this forrn ^ 

Freedom of Informajor .Act (5 J^^-JSjSJK of Justice to determine whether 
IMJSSKS KS J- FjjAjm on— r , Ac, ^ 

opposing counsel in the course of •^SSSffStroM use. to a Member of 

practices and programs, under author, y ^ l ^ s S ^ v ^ g T ns pection of records for this 

be used'to make determinations about j"*;^-, ag a routine use , to the public after 
A record from this system o records may be disclosed, a s a rout in g 

issued patent. riiQrinsed as a routine use, to a Federal, State, 

violation of law or regulation. 



3. 



4. 



5. 



